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Autumn Bulbs of Galilee & the Negev 

 

A Greentours Itinerary 

 

Day 1 

To Tel Aviv 
 

We’ll arrive into Tel Aviv’s International Airport in the evening and drive the short 

distance to the Leonardo Beach Hotel. 

 

Day 2 

Haifa & Mount Carmel 
 

We will spend much of the day on the coastal slopes of Mount Carmel, a rich hunting 

ground pretty much throughout the year for the botanist. Terraces and open hillsides 

here are home to Narcissus obsoletus, Narcissus tazetta in its autumnal flowering form, 

and their natural hybrid. In this area there is a large population of the rare Biarum 

angustatum which we are likely to see. A new species of Crocus (unnamed as yet) 

but closely related to Crocus alepppicus is restricted to a very small area of this 

mountain. The cheerful Colchicum stevenii appears only a few days after the first 

rains; it is a variable species in terms of size, color and shape of the petals. Drimia 

aphylla and Prospero autumnale bloom abundantly as does Muscari parviflorum. On 

the sea-shore are some lovely clumps of Pancratium maritimum which may still have 

some flowers and we might still see the last flowers of the more delicate but 

superficially similar Vagaria parviflora. Heading a little east from the mountain we 

might see Biarum bovei and the miniature Sternbergia colchiciflora.  
 

This area has plenty of commercial fish ponds visited in autumn by thousands of 

migrating birds of which many stay during winter – even in brief passing we’ll likely see 

Spoonbills, Flamingos, Black Storks and Pelicans. 

 

Day 3 

Upper-Galilee & Mount Meron 
 

We will drive from Haifa toward the Galilee region with a stop above the Lake of 

Galilee to see a beautiful population of Cyclamen persicum var. autumnale which 

unlike the species its self this variety is blooming without the leaves, these will appear 

after the rains. The autumn form of Narcissus tazzeta blooms in rock pockets as well as 

Sternbergia colchiciflora and some Biarum bovei. From there we will climb the road to 

Mount Meron where at around 1200m we’ll find Colchicum decaisnei, Crocus pallasii 

pallasii, Biarum pyrami and Sternbergia clusiana growing side by side. 
 

We will visit the area around Jish in upper Galilee, one of two locations where 

Colchicum szovitsii subspecies brachyphyllum can be seen, growing side by side with 

Crocus ochroleucus and Crocus aleppicus. 
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Day 4 

Mount Hermon & the Northern Golan Heights 
 

Now we’ll head from Upper Galilee on to the southern slopes of Mount Hermon. This is 

perhaps the most scenic part of Israel with the Golan Heights rising above the Sea of 

Galilee and the land to the north reaching Israel’s highest point, on the snow-

streaked shoulders of majestic Mount Hermon.  
 

Mount Hermon has some beautiful Autumnal bulbs. No less than four autumn 

flowering crocuses are found here with Crocus ochroleucus, Crocus pallasii pallasii, 

Crocus aleppicus joined by the rare Crocus hermoneus hermoneus. The beautiful 

Colchicum antilibanoticum, large flowering Colchicum hierosolymitanum and a 

beautiful population of Colchicum szovitsiii ssp brachyphyllum. Sternbergia 

colchiciflora and Sternbergia clusiana are occasionally encountered as well. 

 

Day 5 

Golan Heights & the Dead Sea 
 

We will cross the Golan heights going south with a few stops to see some rarities such 

as Crocus damascenus, Biarums, the tasseled Colchicum feinbruniae and the 

extremely rare yellow flowering Biarum aurantiacum. The transition to the desert lands 

is stark as one heads south along the fertile Jordan Valley, the change occurring 

south of Jericho as the land drops to a thousand feet below sea level on the shores of 

the Dead Sea. Fan-tailed Ravens and Tristram’s Grackles inhabit fabulously eroded 

canyons that descend to the turquoise waters of the Dead Sea.  
 

We’ll stay overnight on the shores of the Dead Sea and have a chance to 

experience the bizarre sensation of floating in these super-salty waters. 

 

Day 6 

Masada & Mamshit Sands 
 

In the morning there will be another chance to read your newspaper while sitting 

calmly in the Dead Sea! Then we’ll head to Masada where King Herod built palaces 

in the last century BC on the north side of the mountain thousands of feet above the 

salty waters below. It must have been an effort to do the building work then but for us 

a cable car takes the strain! The site is incredibly situated on the flat top of a 

mountain. There are actually two palaces on the mountain top, Herod the Great. 

Around the site Tristram’s Grackle will come and eat from your hand if you offer a 

piece of bread. Fan- tailed Ravens are only slightly less friendly.  
 

After lunch at the site we’ll head into the northern part of the Negev Desert where at 

this time of the year thousands of Pancratium sickenbergeri bloom in the sand dunes 

in the company of Prospero hanburyi and Drimia palaestina (Drimia undata). This 

area is good also good for wild life and we’re likely to encounter thousands of 
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migrating birds as well as an interesting variety of insects and reptiles. In the afternoon 

we will head to Mitzpe Ramon in the upper Negev where we will stay for the night. 

 

Day 7 

The Negev Desert 
 

The Negev Desert, unsurprisingly, hosts the largest tract of wilderness left in Israel. This is 

a great place for desert birds as well as mammals and reptiles and in November has 

a most unexpected flora. Passing stunning views of the Ramon Crater we’ll hopefully 

we will see the newly minted Crocus ramonensis. Striking Ferula biverticillata blooms 

along the roads. This beautiful plant has tall reddish stems with umbels of bright 

yellow. There’s clumps of Colchicum tunicatum and we might see the rare Colchicum 

ramonensis, a delicate plant with white blooms. In the afternoon we will head north 

toward Jerusalem.  

 

Day 8 

Departure 
 

We’ve a morning departure from Tel Aviv airport. 

 

 

If you would like to ask about any other aspect of this holiday, please call 01298 83563 

or email us at enquiries@greentours.co.uk.  

 

 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download 

from www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post to 

Greentours, 8 Eliot Close, Armitage, Rugeley, WS15 4UP, UK. Tel +44 (0)1298 83563. 

After booking your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a detailed 

information pack will be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Flower, 

mammal and bird checklists are available. 
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